Law Students Working Within the

Post-Katrina Legal Landscape

The Student Hurricane Network Annual Report
October 2005—-0October 2006

Edited by: Laila Hlass
Morgan Williams
Josie Beets
Laurence Spollen
Kesav Wable
Jeremy Pfetsch
Anna Arceneaux

“We will take our stories and pictures back to vewer we came from, and we can give a
living testament to what it’s really like down hdyecause so many people have
absolutely no idea, and we can help to keep thé @adst in the forefront of their

minds.” —Erin Hittinger, Indiana University Schomfl Law*

! Legal Aides: Law Students Travel a Long Way to Lesghl Skills The Sun HeraldViarch 18, 2006, at Al.




This report is dedicated to two advocates for gastiTulane Law
professor David Gelfand, who died on Septembef@85, and

Nebraska Law student and SHN member Paul Brunrtey,died on
September 20, 2006.

"If you have come to help me, you are wasting ytae. But if you have come because
your liberation is bound up with mine, then letstisiggle together.”

—Lila Watson

“We are savagely under-enraged by what is goingera.”
—Professor Bill Quigley
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Breakdown of SHN law student volunteers working irthe hurricane-affected region:

WINTER TRIPS

Organization

Law Students

ACLU of Louisiana 14
ACORN 16
Advancement Project 25
Advocacy Center 10
Capital Appeals Project 7
Common Ground 7
Gulfport (two orgs) 31
IPNO 4
JJPL/Juvenile Court 15
Julie Kilborn/Phyllis Mann 10
LCAC 11
NOLAC 39
PHRF 35
Pro Bono Center 13
Rebuilding LA Coalition 10
Workers’ Rights Project 10
19 organizations

SUMMER TRIPS

Common Ground 3
MS Center for Justice 1
NOLA Public Defender 3
NOLAC 7
Pro Bono Project 2

SPRING TRIPS

Organization

Acadiana Legal Services
ACORN

Common Ground
Gulfport (2 orgs)

Habitat for Humanity

LA Workers Center
IMPACT (3+orgs)

IPNO

JJPL/Juvenile Court
Justice Center (LCAC/CAP)
Lone Star

LSGM

LSNF

MCJ (Jackson)

Pro Bono Center

Project Triage

Rio Grande

Safe Streets

21 organizations (approx.)

Law Students

3
165
48
61
8
30
15
4
21
10
3
2
2
17
21
55
12
18

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS

Law Students

TOTAL:

50
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About This Report

The legal questions and problems facing the iddials and communities
throughout the Gulf Coast region are monumentatale and will remain for years to
come. This report explores a set of these problmdshe role that law students have
played to address these needs. This report is eahinto be comprehensive, but instead
is intended to give the reader an idea of thedaging legal issues facing the hurricane-
affected communities and some of the work thatdawdents have completed.

We have divided the report into four substantiveieas: Criminal Justice, Housing,
Workers’ Rights, and Voting Rights. Each sectiofi priovide a brief overview of legal
issues, and then will describe projects that stisdenrked on relating to the issues. This
is done for convenience, but it should be statatisbme of these problems are often
interconnected and cannot be separated easilydraranother. As this report finds, any
one of these problems can be devastating to inaisdand families, yet often people are
battling a host of these problems.

This report serves three broad functions. Firseives to identify to those
interested in legal services some of the work ldnatstudents have been doing in the
hurricane-affected areas over the past year. Sed¢ms®tves to articulate our general
perspective on some of the legal issues we haveuatered. Third, it serves to outline
some of the ongoing activities we are coordinasaghat law students who are interested
in getting involved can be aware of some of theoopmities to do so.

About Us

The story of Hurricane Katrina is one of disastbgos, and institutional failure.
The legal issues arising out of the storm are cerphd often outpace the resources
available to individuals at all segments of theyapon. The enormity and longevity of
this crisis demand the lasting attention of ouramés legal community.

In order to address this need, law students framsadhe country formed the
Student Hurricane Network (SHN), a national assaiadedicated to providing long-
term assistance to communities affected by Huresdfatrina and Rita. SHN works with
law students and administrators to create and gutalvolunteer opportunities for law
students in the Gulf Coast. We connect voluntedits iglief efforts and the rebuilding
process, streamlining the process for studentswdnd to help and public interest
organizations in need of assistance. SHN also ¢esicaembers of the legal community
about the legal crises in the region in the hopgextaining additional support.

The Student Hurricane Network merged several diffeprojects law students
were working on in the immediate aftermath of Htanes Katrina and Rita. In
particular, From the Lake to the River Foundatmgroup mostly composed of members
of the legal community affiliated with Tulane Lawl®ol, worked with law students to
create and staff a national hotline, as well asaeh Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) issues. In the Northeast, about aeddaw schools met in New York
City to coordinate planning for winter break pranbdrips. Near the end of October,
during a conference hosted by Equal Justice W¢aksstudents across the country
gathered to discuss forming a national coalitioprtwvide legal assistance to Katrina-
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affected areas, and the Student Hurricane Netwakwrn. By the end of fall 2005,
students from across the country were participatirfgHN activities.

Initial Projects

SHN's first major project occurred in December 2@®6l January 2006, when
over 260 law students from over 57 law schools sgthe country converged on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast and across Louisiana. Vaens worked with over 19 public
interest organizations to conduct massive intakeyviews, and research involving
issues such as criminal justice, housing, immiglandr, civil rights/civil liberties,
criminal justice, juvenile justice, racial justicazonomic justice, employment/labor law,
and community development.

SHN’s second major project was to enable more stsde visit the region and
assist a larger number of organizations over sgyegk. During February through April
2006, SHN placed more than 700 law students fraimsadhe country with legal
organization$in Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, arekds for a week of their
spring break.

Current Projects

SHN has four other ongoing projects. First, we s@w a facilitator for ongoing
research projects, pairing law students with orzgtions that need pressing legal
guestions answered. Second, a new program calléchiiakers for Justice helps
displaced residents help themselves, by conneotsigents with law-student advocates
and providing them with training to effectively ngate government systems and gain
access to quality jobs, education, health care handing. Third, we are working to
inform law students about Katrina-related lobby&ffprts. Fourth, SHN is working in
partnership with state bar associations acrossdtetry to draft disaster preparedness
legal services documents. We also plan to contmuevinter and spring break pro bono
trips.

To learn about how you can get involved in the$eres, please refer to the
summary section of the report on pages 31-35.

2 Legal organizations that we have worked with inelddadiana Legal Services, Access to Justice, the
ACLU of Louisiana, Acorn of LA, the Advancement fer, the Advocacy Center, Capital Appeals
Project, Common Ground, Community Labor United, #dustice Center, Gillis Long Poverty Law
Center at Loyola University (“Loyola Clinic”), Hatlait for Humanity, IMPACT, the Innocence Project of
New Orleans (IPNO), the Juvenile Justice ProjettAgfLawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under the
Law, Legal Aid of Northwest Texas, Legal Servicesdration, Legal Services of Greater Miami, Legal
Services of North Florida, LA Bar Young Lawyers Bien, LA Capital Assistance Center (LCAC), Lone
Star Legal Aid, Mississippi (MS) Bar Young Lawyégrision, MS Center for Justice, MS Rural Legal
Services, MS Volunteer Lawyer’s Project, NAACP &, National Association of Katrina Evacuees,
National Employment Law Project, National ImmigoatLaw Center, National Immigration Project, New
Orleans Legal Assistance Corporation (NOLAC) — 8east LA Legal Services, Oxfam/MS Immigrant
Rights Alliance, Orleans Parish Juvenile Court,dk&e Hurricane Relief Fund (PHRF), the Pro Bono
Project, Rebuilding LA Coalition, Safe Streetsé8ty Communities, the Southern Poverty Law Center,
and Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid.
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Criminal Justice

OVERVIEW

When Hurricane Katrina made landfall on Monday, #stg29, 2005, most of the
prisoners being held in Orleans Parish Prison \abeaxdoned by prison guards who fled
the floodwaters. Many prisoners were trapped inptlteid waters for up to four days
without food, electricity, or clean drinking watéwhat ensued was nothing short of a
humanitarian and constitutional crisis of monumeptaportions. Many of the prisoners
were pretrial detainees, some of whom had not been arraigned and had never met
with a lawyer? Thousands of prisoners were evacuated to fasilit@attered around the
state.

Lost Before Katrina: An account of one defendant’s journdy

Listed below is a chronology that traces the exgme® of one of the over-6,000 detainees
who was in the Orleans Parish Prison System whennsstruck. Defendant’s name is
“Smith.”

5/20/2005 -After being arrested for possession of drug panagate, Smith’s bond is set
to $2,500 at Magistrate Court, division 1 (the talivision responsible for
handling small misdemeanors).

6/6/2005 -Smith appears for his arraignment after making bafd pleads not guilty.

6/28/2005 -Smith’s scheduled trial date. Smith appears witoaged counsel and
pleads guilty to the charge. He gets a suspendedrsze of five months,
mandatory drug testing, fines, and fees ($250 wditlal Expense Fund,” $148 to
“Court Costs,” and $50 to “Indigent Defender Pragtacourt sets a payment
date in person fo8/9/2005.

7/26/2005 -Smith is arrested for simple burglary and possessistolen property under
$500. He appears in M3 different section of magistrate copand bond is set
for $25,6000. The court schedules a rule to showehearing fo8/24/2005at
3:00pm:

% Louisiana Capital Assistance Centdrrricane Katring available at
http://www.thejusticecenter.org/lcac/katrina.hffalst visited Sept. 28, 2006).

* Leslie Eaton, “Judge Steps In for Poor Inmatesit Justice,”_The New York TimeMay 23, 2006.

® The following case was extracted from the websfitthe Orleans Parish Criminal Sheriff’s Office,
available at http://www.opcso.org/

® The reasonable period within which a state mayvgirmbable cause in order to satisfy tHe 6
amendment’s requirement of promptness is fortytdglurs after which point, “the burden shifts te th
government to demonstrate the existence of a hdaa@Mmergency or other extraordinary circumstance”
warranting the delayRiverside v. McLaughlirb00 U.S. 44, 56 (1991).
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8/9/2005 -The M1 section of the Magistrate Court is expect@mgith to appear in the
court for his payment. However this is not possii#eause Smith is in jail
awaiting the state to come forward with probablgseaon his simple burglary
charge. So the M1 court schedules a Status Hefirlgs case and issues a no
bond bench warrant for his arrest.

8/10/2005 The Court realizes that Smith is already in prissong his arrest is filed.

8/23/2005 The State refuses the simple burglary charge ag@mgh. Smith remains in
prison.

Monday Aug. 29, 2005, Katrina makes landfall

2/24/2006 Tulane’s criminal law clinic represents Smith irsabtia. Court schedules a
status hearing fo8/2/2006 When Professor Pam Metzger asks Smith if he knew
why he was being held, Smith says he thought #te stas prosecuting him for
the simple burglary charge (referring to charge kizal been dropped in August
about a week before the hurricane W) this pointSmith had already served
seven months on a suspended five-month senterig arrest was issued for
failing to make an appearance in court becauseasealveady arrested. When
Metzger asks Smith if he knows where his familyhisreplies, “the Ninth Ward.”
He has no idea that the Ninth Ward was destroyed.ddes he realize that the
status of his family—dead or alive, together oitterad across the country—is
anything but certain.

3/02/2006 -Smith appears in court with Counsel. The Courtdsduis release.

Almost two weeks after the court issued Smith’saisk, shortly before SHN volunteers
arrived in New Orleans, Professor Metzger wenh#&grison on an unrelated matter and
discovered that Smith was still in custody. Whekedswhy he was not released, the
corrections officer simply stated that she wanted/it until there was a full bus of
released prisoners since that would be more ecaadndmith was eventually released
and now lives in New Orleans. (See Br@ject Triagesection below for more details.)

RESPONSE FROM SHN

December 2005/January 2006

SHN began its criminal justice work with Phyllis Ma an Alexandria, La.—based
criminal defense attorney, and Julie Kilborn, addaRouge, La.—based criminal defense
attorney, both part of a team of lawyers who tgslg documented the whereabouts of
the Orleans Parish Prison inmates scattered athenstate in the immediate aftermath
of Katrina! When the law students arrived, they assistedttbenays in the long process
of filing habeas corpus petitions for inmates aadipg the path to secure the eventual
release of hundreds of defendants being held iataem of their constitutional rights.

" James GillThe Case of the Disappearing LawyeFae Times-Picayunéarch 24, 2006, at Metro 7.
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Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana (JJPL)
Nineteen students worked with JJPL in a joint vemtwith the juvenile courts to
close cases and prepare the court to reopen. Katyngan (Fordham Law School '06)
describes the experience:
There were thousands of open cases, many of whidhbéen open for
some time, and outstanding warrants. The Chiefdwdnted us to close
most of them, depending on the situation, so tiekids could go on with
their lives wherever they had ended up. Many ofddes had finished,
but because of perpetual staff shortages the warhaa never been
closed. He was worried about these kids being plickeon old warrants
in their new states (Texas, Georgia, where¥er).

The Justice Center
Twenty-two students worked at the Justice Ceatsite hosting a range of
nonprofit criminal defense institutions, focusing @apital and indigent defense issues.
Through the Louisiana Capital Assistance CentedCY; Innocence Project of New
Orleans (IPNO), and the Capital Appeals ProjectRE Atudents worked mainly on
providing human resources to a consortium of agtgsrworking to represent the legal
needs of all inmates evacuated from New Orleatiserwake of Hurricane Katrina. Jelpi
Picou, executive director of CAP, explains the natf the law students’ work:
Volunteers were invaluable in collecting data ospdrsed inmates,
conducting interviews with those inmates, trackilogvn family members,
and providing support staff (in the form of reséeand writing) for
attorneys attempting to press forward on the legallenges to both
underlying charges for individual inmates and ollexsygstemic challenges
to the incarceration of thousands without acces®tots of justice. The
volunteers worked in conditions that were, at beging—Ilack of
governmental resources, intermittent power, notexiity services, and
difficulty securing the basic necessities of lifend, despite these
circumstances, they performed with courage andgterse: In many
ways they are among the unsung heroes of thewsgy&l done on behalf
of indigents following the flood.

ACLU of Louisiana

During winter break, thirteen students volunteexiti the ACLU of Louisiana
under attorney Katie Schwartzmann’s direction. 3tuglents began reading letters the
ACLU had received from Orleans Parish Prisonersri@ag their experiences during
and after the evacuation in an attempt to asseapleture of what occurred after the
storm. Students also interviewed many of thessopgrs who were still scattered across
the state in limbo. The students’ preparation guted to the eventual litigation filed

8 Email from Katy Schuman to Josie Beets on Sept2Q66.
° Email from Jelpi Picou to Josie Beets on Sept2PDg.
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by the ACLU on behalf of an Orleans Parish Pris@uainst Sheriff Marlin Gusman and
other officials'®

Spring Break 2006

Project Triage

Project Triage, a partnership between the TuladeLayola clinical programs,
criminal defense attorneys in Louisiana, and SHi§ruited student volunteers to
participate in what would be “a massive triage arajor criminal defense initiative” that
would seek to document the status of “four- to-fikeusand prisoners who [lacked] any
meaningful legal representation, and for whom tlemxe] no prospects of legal
representation’*

The Project’s ambitious goal was to compile a dadalihat tracked the status of
criminal detainees in various sections of the Liauma court system. The database was to
be used in assessing the number of prisoners wibesty was being compromiséed.

Beginning March 1%, approximately 55 students from seven schools —
American, Brooklyn, Cleveland Marshall, Georgeto®nffolk, Tulane, and the
University of Southern California — packed into ttmurtrooms of the Honorable Judge
Jay Zainey and the Honorable Chief Judge Gingerigier in the Federal Courthouse for
the Eastern District of Louisiana. Rows of longléaband yards of extension cords
supported students’ laptops as they sifted thratgtks of court dockets, tracking the
often convoluted odysseys that became the livesasfy defendants even prior to
Katrina’s landfall** “Smith” from the case study above, was one offitise cases
unearthed by this project. Mary Anne Mendenhatb(klyn Law '08) pointedly
remarks, “It’s just a matter of identifying the pé® who should be released. There is no
disagreement about their existence—all that keepsing through my head is, Six
months, and still there is no platf. The data created by students’ Project Triage vigork
not only responsible for the release of prisoneus,s also serves as a stark accounting
of what happened in the New Orleans criminal jestigstem post-Katrina.

Safe Streets/Strong Communities (Safe Streets)

Eighteen students worked with Safe Streets. SaéetS is a post-Katrina-
formed organization of lawyers, advocates, and conity organizers dedicated to
working toward a new criminal justice system in N@weans, one that creates safe
streets and strong communities for everyone regssdif race or economic status.

19 See Abandoned and Abused after Katrina, OrleansRdrison Inmate Files Suit Against Sheriff
Marlin Gusman, Warden Cornel HubeACLU Press Release, Sept. 1, 2006, available at
http://www.laaclu.org/News/2006/Morgan_OPP_Sepitd6 (last visited Oct. 17, 2006)
1 PROJECT TRIAGE: Louisiana Right-to-Counsel Datatfasgect, (Proposal Updated as of March 8,
122006, 3:00 p.m., Student Hurricane Network reangitinaterials.)

Id.
13 participating schools includeAmerican University, Brooklyn Law School, Clevel&tarshall,
Columbia University, Cornell Law School, Drake Wsnisity Law School, Harvard Law School, New York
University School of Law, Northwestern Law, Stadfioaw School, University of Denver College of Law,
University of lllinois College of Law University dwa, University of Missouri School of Law, and
University of Southern California.
14 Mary Anne MendenhalFun With Spreadshee®|og entry, March 13, 2006, BLS-SHN Spring Break
Blog, available at http://bls-shn.blogspot.com/.
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SHN law students researched police oversight nmesims, in particular
researching an Office of the Independent Monitowal as researching best practices in
policing and policy and opposition research. Assult, the New Orleans City Council
passed a resolution creating such as office, songetommunities had been fighting to
establish for over four years. In addition, studeyerformed exit interviews at the
Orleans Parish jail; information gathered was usd¢dle ACLU National Prison Project’s
report released in August. Volunteers also tooloadcy calls from detainees in Orleans
Parish Prison and other facilities across the shaigy “Katrina time.” From the calls,
Safe Streets was able to advocate for the reldasmnte of these detainees and assist
their families in navigating the system.

Summer 2006

Orleans Public Defenders

In the summer of 2006, New Orleans still faced as@terable criminal justice
crisis. The Criminal District Courthouse at Tulakeenue and Broad Street reopened
and finally saw its first criminal trial since beéoKatrina’® The courthouse, however,
was running at half capacity, with only the upstaiourtrooms functional; judges shared
courtrooms, with paired sections meeting on altermeeeks.’” The tunnel system from
the House of Detention (HOD) that enabled the #fiterbring inmates to the courthouse
was rendered useless by the post-Katrina floodiagleputies had to bus inmates to the
courthouse in passenger vans. For this reasoniffflarlin Gusman refused to bring
more than six inmates at a time into any one coantr® despite a backlog of over 6,000
cases? The volume of the daily first appearance dockgtired judges, clerks, court
reporters, and attorneys to relocate from the n@pBned Magistrate courtroom to the
old lineup room at HOD, where proceedings were .field

The flooding at Orleans Parish Prison left a cosrsille portion of the jail
unusable, and pre-Katrina capacity dropped frod@16 1,600 in summer 2066Due
to this drop in capacity and rising arrest ratethenwake of midsummer violence in the
city, the Sheriff again began shipping inmates, yr@rthem pretrial and still awaiting
formal charges from the District Attorney, to fétigls around the staféHundreds of
inmates were sent to Louisiana State Penitentiafyngola, a maximum security prison,
with countless others sent to facilities acrossstage.

Eight SHN volunteers, working with the Orleans RuBlefenders, provided
valuable assistance to criminal defendants duhiggtime. Students interviewed
defendants at first appearances to help createfitsséor volunteer attorneys. Students
performed vital administrative tasks, ensuring thahother OPP evacuation occurred,

15 Email from Evelyn Lynn to Morgan Williams on O&, 2006.

' Gwen FilosaQrleans trials resume, with familiar them@e Times-Picayundune 8, 2006, at Metro
1.

" Gwen FilosaJudge vows to free untried inmat@se Times-Picayundune 29, 2006, at Al.

18 Gwen FilosaJudge vows to free untried inmat@se Times-Picayundune 29, 2006, at Al.

9 Gwen FilosaPrug case dismissed for inactiohhe Times-Picayuneéiug. 23, 2006, at Metro 1

20 vi Landry, DefenselesgGambit Weekly Sept. 5, 2008, at 19.

2 Gwen FilosaJudge vows to free untried inmat@se Times-Picayundune 29, 2006, at Al.

22 Gwen FilosaJudge vows to free untried inmat@se Times-Picayundune 29, 2006, at Al.
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inmates would not be lost in the system. SHN stigdeontacted defendants’ family
members to inform them of the bond set, invest@jateses for attorneys, and helped
prepare motions and writs. Bilingual SHN voluntegso had the opportunity to translate
for the growing population of Spanish-speaking ddémnts.

Fall 2006

Project Triage Il

In the fall of 2006, SHN students again had an opmity through the Tulane
Law Criminal Clinic to provide vital assistancednsure jailed criminal defendants were
not without counsel. Twenty-three SHN volunteeosrf four New York City—area
schools processed over 1,000 records over a foupelaod. Settled into a classroom at
Brooklyn Law School, students recorded a snapshwhere these defendants’ cases had
been and were going, whether they had any reprasemtand whether they had been
over-detained (held beyond their release datergepthan the maximum sentence for
their crime).

The information from this project is being usedtbg Criminal Clinic and
defense attorneys in New Orleans to provide subigeaocounsel to these defendants.
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HOUSING

OVERVIEW

Hurricane Katrina made landfall on Aug. 29, 20Q®ating a federal disaster area
of about 90,000 square mil&sWind and water destroyed tens of thousands of kome
and displaced approximately 1 million peoffi@here were 14 counties with a combined
population of 2.5 million people in Mississippi,adama, and Louisiana that experienced
some flooding and/or structural dam&gépproximately more than 134,000 homes were
damaged and at least 65,000 were completely destrioyMississippi, and 160,000
homes and apartments were destroyed or greatlygkima the greater New Orleans
area®® This destruction marked the beginning of a housitigjs that continues to affect
the people of the Gulf Coast.

Whether or not survivors of the storm live in SauthLouisiana or Mississippi or
are part of the Hurricane diaspora, they likelyehéaced a number of housing-related
problems. In an article written shortly after theicane, Loyola Law Professor Bill
Quigley described some of these problems facingeio New Orleans:

Despite the fact that people cannot come back,detieousands of people
face eviction from their homes. A local judge taieé that their court
expects to process a thousand evictions a daydeksv Renters still in
shelters or temporary homes across the countrynenler see the court
notice taped to the door of their home. Becausg whi not show up for
the eviction hearing that they do not know abdjrtpossessions will be
tossed out in the street. In the street their Essses will sit alongside an
estimated 3 million truckloads of downed treesgif mud, fiberglass
insulation, crushed Sheetrock, abandoned cardedpmiattresses, wet
rugs, and horrifying smelly refrigerators full aidd from August.

As New Orleanians returned after the storm, mastdehomes without electricity
and gas. About two-thirds of the homes in New Qréestill did not have electricity in
early 2006, and even fewer had §ak addition, many renters in Louisiana and
Mississippi encountered evictions from landlordowyanted to charge evacuees higher
rents. Other displaced residents faced evictian® fnotels where they were forced to

% The Rand InstitutéRebuilding Housing Along the Mississippi Coastalsiéor Ensuring an Adequate
Supply of Affordable Housingt 13,available at

http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional papers/2006/RANP162.pdf

2 Amy Liu, Matt Fellowes, and Mia Mabanta, The Brivms Institute Special Edition of the Katrina
Index: A One-Year Review of Key Indicators of Regoin Post-Storm New Orleare, 3, available at
http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/2006_Katrinargdf hereafter “Brookings.”

% Thomas Gabe, Gene Falk, and Maggie McCarty, CR®Rér Congress: Hurricane Katrina: Socio-
Demographic Characteristics of Impacted Areas éh{CResearch Serv. Doc. RL33141 ) (November 4,
2005), available at
http://www.gnocdc.org/reports/crsrept.pdf#search2@2S%20report%20Congress%20Katrina%?22.
% Brookings, at 3guotingDepartment of Homeland Security, “Current Housimjté) Damage Estimates:
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma” (2006).

27 Bill Quigley, Six Months After Katrina: Who Was Left Behind —Thed Now Common Dreams,
available at http://www.commondreams.org/views081036.htm(last visited Sept. 29, 2006).
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stay after the hurricane. Even some that have hgusinfront environmental hazards
because their homes are moldy or structurally umdoAs rents skyrocket, many cannot
afford the little available housing that remains. Professor Bill Quigley writes, “public
housing has been boarded up and fenced off as Higpdrtment of Housing and Urban
Development] announced plans to demolish 5,000tayeats—despite the greatest
shortage of affordable housing in the region’sdngtHUD plans to let private
companies develop the sites. In the meantime, ,0@4amilies locked out since Katrina
are not allowed to returrf® Since so much housing is unsafe, unavailable, and
prohibitively expensive, the shortage remains ditée most pressing issues affecting
hurricane survivors.

RESPONSE FROM SHN

Students worked with the following organizationsidg winter and spring breaks
of 2006. Each organization’s section offers a dpson of their mission and what type
of support the SHN students provided.

Acadiana Legal Services

Acadiana Legal Services Corp. was formed to meeletpal needs of the poor of
Acadiana, a region in Southwest Louisiana, sertiegresidents of 21 parish&s.
Acadiana has helped hurricane survivors with aetgiof legal issues, ranging from
insurance and FEMA problems to family law issuesfalyette’s population grew by
about 50 percent after Katrina and Rita, so thallegeds have grown substantially.

During spring break, three law students worked Witadiana Legal Services on
a number of civil law issues for two attorneys icafliana Legal Services’s hurricane
response division. Each law student wrote a pergaiasemo on behalf of insured
hurricane survivors who had been denied coverageuoicane damag®.

ACORN
The Association of Community Organizations for RefdNow is the nation’s
largest community organization of low- and modefiat®me families, working together
for social justice and stronger communitié©ver 175 law students volunteered with
ACORN during winter and spring break. They workedboth legal and physical
endeavors. The physical labor was generally gutiogses, the first step in the long
process of rebuilding structurally sound housisgak Cheng, NYU Law School, notes
his interaction with one New Orleans resident:
“He pointed out the houses on the street—who woaide back, who had
lost someone, whose house had been most severafgeéd? And he got
a bit emotional, telling us how when he came basknfVietnam, he
didn’t know what to think about his country. ‘BAimerica is about this,’

28 Bill Quigley, Ten Months After Katrina: Gutting New Orleadsine 29, 2006vailable at
http://afterthelevees.tpmcafe.com/blog/afterthedsy2006/jun/29/ten_months_after katrina gutting_new
orleans(last visited Sept. 29, 2006).

29 Acadiana Legal ServiceSbout Us, ahttp://www.la-law.org/aboutus.htnflast visited Sept. 29, 2006).
%0 Email from Andie Bensky to Laila Hlass, Sept. 2606.

31 ACORN, Who is Acorn?, available #tttp://www.acorn.org/index.php?id=270st visited Sept. 28,
2006).
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he said as he spread his hands. ‘Not big policiesthe government
policy in Iraq; just little people helping littleepple, not even caring about
the differences between us.”

The legal issues involved property title searciiég. City of New Orleans had
sought to bulldoze approximately 5,500 homes, puiepity those worst hit in the lower
Ninth Ward section of the city, without any noticethe displaced home owners based on
reasoning that the buildings, or the remaining @elwere a public nuisance. The
students used Internet-based databases to idémifgcord title holders for many of the
challenged properties and then to locate and notdpy of the property owners of the
city’s plans to destroy their homes. Moreover, urtle guidance of ACORN, the student
volunteers were able to produce enough evidencecofd title holders to help secure an
injunction against the city’s planned actiotfs.

Advocacy Center

The Advocacy Center provides services to people 50gears of age affected by
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and provides case m&nagt services to people with
disabilities affected by Hurricane Katrina who meettain eligibility criteria. Among the
diverse services offered are legal representatidor,mation and referral, outreach, and
training >

Over winter break ten law students volunteered wighAdvocacy Center in both
New Orleans and Baton Rouge. Some students work&dwsing issues for the
disabled, although students mainly dealt with des®aurity and welfare benefits that had
been denied to groups of interest, including tderdy and mentally disabled, and also
provided basic legal assistance to the elderly ipathe form of powers of attorney
and wills. The housing-related work mainly involvaskisting elderly and mentally
disabled people in their attempts to obtain thelrssdy checks and help people get
FEMA trailers*

Common Ground
Common Ground’s mission is to provide short-terfiefdor victims of hurricane
disasters in the Gulf Coast region, and long-teuppsrt in rebuilding the communities
affected in the New Orleans ar@During winter and spring break, 48 law students
volunteered with Common Ground, helping with phgklabor and legal work.
Todd Arena, a law student engaged in house gutdiesgribed the lack of city support
for Ninth Ward residents he encountered tryingetaurld:
[Joseph]...lives two houses down and works each aaggair the home
his family has lived in for four generations. Heels in that home despite
the fact that officials have declared this sectbthe Ninth Ward to be
“uninhabitable,” which merely means that you caygt any municipal
services. No water, no electricity. If you call ghelice, they will not

32 Email from Bryan Brooks to Laila Hlass, Sept. 2206.

33 Advocacy CentelWho We Argavailable ahttp://www.advocacyla.org/about.hifiast visited Sept. 29,
2006).

34 Email from Craig Wahl to Laila Hlass, Sept. 12080

35 common Ground Collectivéjome pageavailable at http://www.commongroundrelief.orfiast visited
Sept. 29, 2006).
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come. If your house is on fire, it will burn to tgeound. In the middle of
America in the 21st century, Joseph lives in anesbito-God wasteland;
not the cultural and moral wasteland that T.S.tHimented, but a no-
man’s-land of abandoned houses, tricycles, and aadsin the midst of
these abandoned paraphernalia of human lives,lemsly rebuilds his
home®

Another one of the legal issues that students vebokeinvolved negotiating with

hotels to ensure that hurricane survivors wereented.

Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian nonprofit thelps families renovate and
build homes” Over spring break, eight law students volunteevitd Habitat for
Humanity, building homes in Gulfport, Miss. The d¢nts mostly worked on drywalling
a home alongside its own&.

Legal Aid of Northwest Texas
Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is a comprehensivalegsistance program for
the poor serving approximately 890,000 families vidbwithin the federal poverty
guidelines and reside in 114 counties, coveringenioan 106,000 square mifés.
Brooklyn Law student J.J. Varley describes somine@thousing legal issues of
Katrina evacuees living in Dallas:
Many of those evacuees, who were granted housirggliomted basis by
local housing authorities, have been caught imilaelle of a financial
dispute between those authorities and FEMA over witigpay for what
housing, and when. Upon moving into local apartmetite evacuees
signed 12-month leases, only to find that theirdnog assistance would
only be valid for three months. At the end of thessistance, they are now
struggling to break free from the leases so th&y thay return home.... In
other cases, they seek housing assistance difemtlyFEMA, which is
overwhelmed with such requests and cannot graefyiassistance to
everyone™

Legal Services of North Florida

Legal Services of North Florida (LSNF) is a privatenprofit corporation
dedicated to providing free legal representatiolo¥eincome people with civil legal
problems*

During spring break two law students volunteeredStIF, and some of the work
they completed included research about whether FEM# allowed to start charging

36 Email from Todd Arena to Laila Hlass, April 4, 20

3" Harrison County Habitat for Humanitflome pageavailable ahttp://www.habitatgulfcoast-ms.org/
(last visited Sept. 29, 2006).

%8 Email from Andrea Comfort to Laila Hlass, Sept, 2806.

%9 Legal Aid of Northwest Texa¥yhat is Legal Aid of North West Texasailable at
http://www.lanwt.org/whatislanwt.agfast visited Sept. 28, 2006).

%03.J. VarleyThe stars at night are big and bright Bl.S Spring Break for the Gulf Coast: Blog, avaikabl
at http://bls-shn.blogspot.com/2006_03_13 bls-stuhige.htm| (last visited Sept. 29, 2006).

1 Legal Services of North Floridalome page, atttp://www.lsnf.org/(last visited Sept. 29, 2006).
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rent on its trailers and on housing issues invgivinnstruction lien§? Toka Bolkvadze
describes the problem created when home ownersdissatisfied with work done to
their damaged homes by contractors given exclugivernment grants: “Quite a few
people were unhappy with the work performed by @ators and were withholding final
payments. As a result, contractors put a lien erhthuses and were threatening to
foreclose and evict owner§*Working for LSNF, Bolkvadze researched how to bl
home owner hurricane victims prevent their evicsion

Legal Services of Greater Miami

The Legal Services of Greater Miami (LSGM) providesl legal services for the
poor in the Miami-Dade regioH.

Two law students worked with LSGM during springdken behalf of Hurricane
Wilma survivors. The students interviewed peopl®séhhomes had been damaged and
then reported this information to their supervisatprney who would then decide with
other attorneys if they would accept the caséhdfdttorneys agreed to take on the case,
the law students would draft a letter to FEMA resjungy assistance for the new client, as
well as file all the other necessaries. Also, distence had already been denied by
FEMA, the law students would draft an appeal I€tter

Lone Star Legal Aid
Lone Star Legal Aid (LSLA) provides a full rangelefal services to low-income
clients in 72 counties in the east region of Texad four counties in southwest
Arkansas:®
Three law students volunteered with LSLA over spineak. These students
went door-to-door in Beaumont, Port Orange, and Rahur, which had been hit by
Hurricane Rita, asking individuals about why theylbbeen denied FEMA benefits. Will
Macke, University of Oregon, describes a typicaétimgy:
We're walking down 3% Street in Port Arthur, ample evidence of severe
wind damage is all around us—blown-down trees,-tgrmoofs, and
flattened sheds. We come to a house with a FEMiketrarked in the
driveway and knock on the door of the trailer. Afbefew minutes a
woman yells through the door, “Who is it?” We explthat we're
providing a free legal service and are not assediatth FEMA. The
woman, elderly, partially disabled, and alone, e door and looks at
us suspiciously. We explain who we are again aqdire about the
damage to her house and the status of any claienbashfiled with
FEMA. Almost without fall, if the person was eldgralone, unemployed,
or otherwise unlikely to be able to cope with thistem, they would have
received little or no FEMA aid.
Those hardest hit may have a number of problem#dasn Guenther,
University of Oregon, explains, “Some folks hademwtty received trailers from FEMA

“2 Emails from Laura Chirita and Tornike (Toka) Badkize to Laila Hlass on Sept. 8, 2006.

“3 Email from Tornike (Toka) Bolkvadze to Laila Hlams Sept. 8, 2006.

4 Legal Services of Greater Miami, availablétip://www.lsgmi.org/(last visited Sept. 29, 2006).

“5 Email from Daniel Berman to Laila Hlass on Sefi. 2006.

“% Lone Star Legal AidHome pageavailable ahttp://www.lonestarlegal.ordlast visited Sept. 29, 2006).
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but many houses were simply abandoned by folks figdowith the $2,000 provided and
were too poor to return.” Guenther also explaing R&EMA hired many unqualified
inspectors who had little oversight and did a gobrin assessing damage: for example,
had the inspector stepped out of his car and wadkednd the house, he would have seen
the tree sticking down through the roof where watat poured in and mold covered the
walls, floors, and ceilingd’ As William Macke observes: “Most of the housesloaked
at were beyond repair. Severe water damage toethieg; floor, walls, and furniture and
pervasive mold were the norm. The houses we visve@ practically destroyed. The
owners had no insurance because the house hag&esed down and the title was
messy. When the government reclaims their FEMAamrsithese people will be
effectively homeless. The future for those hartiédy Rita is grim to say the leas®”

Mississippi Center for Justice
The Mississippi Center for Justice (MCJ) was eshbtl in June 2002 as a
nonprofit, public interest law firm committed tovashcing racial and economic justite.
During winter and spring breaks, 100 students velered for MCJ, monitoring evictions
at local Justice Courts, collecting histories afjheorhoods to identify those that qualify
for historic-preservation grants, advising hurreauarvivors on how to navigate the
FEMA bureaucracy, and helping others to avoid héoneclosures. Over spring break,
students also solicited comments during a severcdayment period from residents who
might be disadvantaged by Governor Haley Barbqulda for administering Federal
Community Development Block Grants.
Joel Roberson of Chicago-Kent Law School desctilesole in the foreclosure
moratorium project:
In Mississippi, a trustee can perform a nonjudi@aéclosure by posting a
notice at the courthouse and publishing that naticee county’s paper of
record. The Mississippi legislature had passedtb@dovernor had
signed a law allowing for a two-year moratoriumforeclosures of homes
damaged at least 15 percent of their current Mayuidurricane Katrina
(Miss. Code Ann. 8§ 89-1-301 et seq.). A home owhewever, must
invoke this statutory right through a court injunat It was our job to
make sure these home owners knew their rights auald prevent their
family from being evicted.... At the end of the wewle had collected a
list of 34 homes that appeared to qualify for thasing moratoriuni®
Law students volunteering on the Mississippi c@dsd provided the first clear
picture of Katrina’s impact on rental housing. \#ying subsidized apartment units in
the three coastal counties, law student volunteere®rmed visual inspections,
interviewed residents and managers, and completedysforms on the extent of
damage, habitability, and the status of any regffarts. MCJ has tabulated the survey
information on the number of uninhabitable subsdiapartment units and compared it
to the number of pre-Katrina subsidized apartmespsrted by the Gulf Regional

" Email from Adam Guenther to Laila Hlass, Sep2@06.

“8 Email from William Macke to Laila Hlass, Sept. 2006

*9 Mississippi Center for Justice, availablétip://www.mscenterforjustice.org/about%20us/missiem|
(last visited Sept. 29, 2006).

*0 Email from Joel Roberson to Morgan Williams, S&p2006.
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Planning Commission. The results are tabulatecooyty, by municipality and
unincorporated areas, and by individual compléxes.
Elizabeth Wiegman of Michigan Law School describesrole in the affordable

housing survey process:
“As we prepared to travel to Mississippi, | featbdt there were not
enough of us, and not enough time, for our grougetee as a positive
force in righting the wrongs faced by hurricanetims. | was pleasantly
surprised. The apartment surveys that we perfomagdired relatively
little training time, so we could get started rigiway, relying more on our
energy, enthusiasm, and patience than on extepspparation. We
interviewed hundreds of people at scores of apantic@mplexes,
gathering data and providing sympathetic ears.Wtr we did enabled
the attorneys at the Mississippi Center for Jugsbdecate apartment
residents who were in need of legal assistancetaset a process in
motion to get them relief and fair treatmert.”

New Orleans Legal Assistance Corporation (NOLAC)

NOLAC is part of Southeast Louisiana Legal Serviegsich provides free legal
aid for low-income people on civil legal problemsa 10-parish area in southeast
Louisiana. Over students’ winter and spring bre&Bsstudents worked on non-
employment issues, which included providing dilegal services to those with housing
needs.

Often residents need lawyers and law students bedae legal system is not
working for them as it should. As Melody Wells, Gaibia Law School, writes,
“[N]early without fail the clients I've worked witlat NOLAC have done what they were
supposed to do—»be it apply to FEMA, pay their régke care of their kids, work or look
for work, etc., but there is a legal system thasdoot work for them.”

People’s Hurricane Relief Fund (PHRF)

PHREF is working to build a people’s movement—a nmogat of grassroots
persons disproportionately impacted by Hurrican&iKa and the dehumanizing
treatment they received from local, state, andrigd#ficials.

Over the winter and spring breaks, 95 law studeoitsnteered with PHRF. Over
winter break, a number of these students workeivorhousing-related issues: the
bulldozing of homes in the Ninth Ward, and the Beits of residents from hotels.

In order to build a case against the city’s attetagiulldoze homes in the Ninth
Ward without notice to home owners, students docuetethe status of homes slated to
be demolished through pictures and detailed notédraed to find and notify home
owners of the possible demolition. Sara JacksobGQifA Law School, writes about

o1 Mississippi Center for Justic8pring 2006 Newsletteavailable at
http://www.mscenterforjustice.org/news/newsletteti?l (last visited Oct. 15, 2006).

52 University of Michigan Law School, Pro Bono web pagvailable at
http://www.law.umich.edu/currentstudents/publicgegibetseyjournal.htrlast visited Oct. 15, 2006).
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finding a home owner Nathan Washington whose hoa®marked for destruction and

notifying him about the city’s plans:
This was a very strange role to be in—we were dthegwork that the
city should have been doing, letting people knosvdtate of their homes
and possessions, and that they may be destroyhdutihotice. Nathan
was grateful for the call, and obviously upset dlbis news. He was glad
to be put in touch with the PHRF legal team.... Tagtmay, when we
were in the e Ninth Ward documenting homes, ounteame across a
home that read “Do Not Bulldoze, N.W.” It turnedt ¢his was Nathan’'s
home; he had come down after getting the news hdhnee was moved
from its foundation, but still standing, and likelple to be rebuilt. Nathan
also later participated in a PHRF hearing (andiwasclip on Fox
News!). His response alone told me that there werdoubt many others
like him, who because they didn’t happen to be badkew Orleans,
might not hear this news.

PHRF and co-plaintiffs won a major victory on J&8, 2006, with the bulldozing case

Kirk v. City of New Orleansvhen the court ordered that the city provideaeto home

owners before their homes could be destrd{ed.

Students also assisted hurricane survivors who tereg evicted from the
Quality Inn hotel on St. Charles Avenue to makendor tourists coming in for Mardi
Gras. Students notified residents that they woulvigde assistance in negotiating with
hotel management. While negotiations did not swtclaevyers did succeed in getting a
temporary restraining order preventing the evicion

Pro Bono Project

The Pro Bono Project’s mission is to provide frgeglity civil legal services to
the poor by engaging volunteer attorneys to propicebono legal services.

Twenty-five SHN volunteers worked with the Pro Bdhimject over winter and
spring breaks. Over winter break, some studentseldgbeople with property title issues
so that they could get FEMA assistance. Often idd&is remain in homes that their
parents or grandparents owned without receivingptbeerty title through transfer or a
will. This creates a problem when they try to reedienefits because FEMA would pay
the checks to their long-deceased ancestor ifvifle not transferred. Law students
helped individuals become record owners of theinés in order to receive FEMA aid.

Rebuilding Louisiana Coalition

The Rebuilding Louisiana Coalition is a coalitioevdted to development in
accordance with the values of urban and environahenstainability, social equity, and
cultural respect and preservatisn.

*3 Email from Sara Jackson to Morgan Williams, SBpR006.

** The People’s Hurricane Relief Fund & Oversight i@iom, Home pageavailable at
http://cluonline.live.radicaldesigns.org/?p=@4st visited Sept. 29, 2006).

5 Email from Jennifer Bonesteel to Laila Hlass, eptS8, 2006.

*% Rebuilding Louisiana Coalitiordome pageavailable at http:/rebuildinglouisianacoalitiorn/ (last
visited Sept. 29, 2006).
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About ten SHN volunteers worked with the Rebuildirmyisiana Coalition during
winter break researching which governmental ewtityld control where the FEMA trailers
were placed and the possible use of eminent dotoaippropriate land for trailers.

Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid

Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid provides free legal isessto indigent residents of
South and West Texas and to migrant and seasaonalfarkers throughout Texas,
Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippd Tennessee.

Twelve law students volunteered with Texas Rio @eabegal Aid over spring
break, working on a number of issues including hauproblems. Students reached out
to evacuees who have been unable to collect tiktAassistance and evacuees who
are being treated unfairly by their landlords. Rentzekely of Brooklyn Law
documented a story of a hurricane victim represmetaf the situation that so many
residents faced:

My daughter and | had to leave our apartment in IQgleans. It was
uninhabitable, as was the whole city. | never ggptsecurity deposit back
from the landlord. Then the landlord moved ounafi belongings and
dumgged them so she could rent the apartment a times what | had
paid.

Amy Benedetto of Brooklyn Law School documentedthenhousing issue of a
hurricane evacuee:

One of my last callouts today was a woman whose AEMim was denied
for insufficient damage. She was told by the FEMAresentative that she
should go back to her apartment in New Orleans.t&8ldeme that she would
like nothing more than to go home but that she wloésel like she has a
home to go to. She’s terrified to go back to Lansi; six months later she
still has recurring nightmares about watching tbedwaters rise, never
sure if she will make it off the roof or not. Peplsaher most striking
observation was this: “I want to go home, | realdy, but how can | go
home? It's almost hurricane season again and rgptias changed. If a
storm hits this season, there is nothing in my agpee that convinces me |
won't be stranded on my rooftop clinging to lifeaag | will go home when
something has changed. You can tell FEMA thatgdlhome when
something changes®

>" Email from Zev Safran to Laila Hlass, Sept. 9,&00

*8 Denice Szekely, BLS Spring Break for the Gulf GpBog, available at http://bls-
shn.blogspot.com/2006_03 15 bls-shn_archive.lfimt Hurricane Diaspora,” March 15, 2006 (last
visited Sept. 29, 2006).

9 Amy Benedetto, “Home Sweet Home,” March 17, 2G0&ilable at http:/bls-
shn.blogspot.com/2006_03_17_bls-shn_archive. (st visited Sept. 29, 2006).
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WORKERS' RIGHTS

“l found that workers from all over the country vied, above all else, to rebuild what
was lost.” —Chris Soverow, Brooklyn Law School

OVERVIEW

In the months after Hurricane Katrina, many Africamerican evacuees hoped to
return home and to rebuild New Orleans. As notdtiénprevious section, the hurricane
demolished available housing and rents skyrocketedf the reach of low-income
families. Those with the means to return largelyni a way to do so. As a result, the
public services in the more affluent (and mostlyte)parts of the city were restored.
However, the less fortunate were forced to liveesiirom New Orleans with little or no
transportation to get to work. In many areas ofdibyg the public schools remained
closed. In short, it was impossible for many AfrieAmericans ready and willing to
work to return and re-construct their city due tauanber of forms of systematic
discrimination®®

Contractors and subcontractors cleaning and rehgikthe city turned to
immigrant workers, documented and undocumentetfil] tbeir labor needs. Latinos
were lured to the area by advertisements on tleerlet and Spanish television stations
promising work and good wages. However, as notedebyifer Lai of the Advancement
Project, these promises were broken:

Contractors are not putting up their part of theghan; they’re not paying
their workers. | think the second issue is heattth safety. Contractors are
not preparing their workers to work in some of thest affected areas,
and now we are seeing some very, very seriousthefitcts>*
In addition to wage theft and hazardous worksttes immigrant workers who were able
to find shelter were living in squalid and overcaed conditions.

The evacuees and the immigrant workers faced mathesame obstacles;
“homelessness, wage theft, toxic working conditigollessness, police brutality, and
layers of bureaucracy,” but they were divided kg $pin created by politicians and the
media® Furthermore, employers purposely divided work ar@wo groups of
immigrants and groups of evacuégatino workers were viewed as unwanted invaders
of New Orleans who were stealing the evacuees’5bbs

89 Judith Browne, Jennifer Lai, Marielena Hincapic&é&ket SoniAnd Injustice for All: Workers’ Lives in
the Reconstruction of New Orleas$ 11 (July 2006) [hereinafter Advancement Pidreport], available
athttp://www.advancementproject.org/reports/workguerepdf(last visited Oct.13, 2006).

81 Jennifer Lai, attorney with the Advancement Pripj@omments to WDSU News Channel 6, Broadcast
March 18, 2006.

62 Advancement Project Report at 12-14.

83 Yvonne Ballesteros, Law Student at UCLA Schodl@fv, Op Ed pieceNew Orleans Cannot be
Forgotten

6 Advancement Project Report at 13-14.
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RESPONSE FROM SHN

I. Advancement Project

As reconstruction efforts progressed, these effatéuded the survivor
community as they exploited immigrant workers. Twedoth groups of workers a voice,
and to better understand the issues they confrptitecdAdvancement Project, in
collaboration with the National Immigration Law Genand the New Orleans Worker
Justice Center, composed a report entl®lad Injustice for All: Workers’ Lives in the
Reconstruction of New OrleanSHN played a critical role in the study. Fromuany to
April 2006, over 50 members of SHN hit the stredtBlew Orleans and surrounding
communities to interview the workers and documbatihjustices they faced. In January
the focus was on the immigrants, primarily Latinebp had migrated to the area. As the
study progressed, efforts were made to find wor&érther races and the survivors who
had been displaced by Katrina. The information Wwadetails some of what the students
encountered in talking to the workers.

a. The Workers in New Orleans

In January, SHN members spoke primarily with thek&os from Mexico,
Honduras, and other Central American countries.\Mwd been working in the United
States for at least a couple months before arrivingew Orleans, and others had been
living and working in the United States for yearhey generally came from Southern
states and Texas, but others came from as far ssovsin and Washington State. Very
few of the workers interviewed in January actuéllgd in New Orleans before
Hurricane Katrina.

In March, students found more workers who were @gas themselves. They
returned to work at jobs they had held for anywhm®veen 3 and 15 years prior to
Hurricane Katrind> Few employers assisted with housing and transjimmtaosts, so
most employees had to take care of these prolfié8msme of the evacuees were
frustrated with the lack of native New Orleaniaiti;fy jobs, but at least one believed
that the immigrant workers were some of the hardeskers he had ever encounteféd.
Although the politicians and the press emphasikheditvide between the two working
groups, they were connected by one goal, as ngt€hhs Soverow of Brooklyn Law
School: “I found that workers from all over the oty wanted, above all else, to rebuild
what was lost®®

b. Working Conditions

Regardless of race or nationality, workers oftamtbthemselves working under
hazardous conditions. One morning in January, stsd#gumbled across the same
horrific story from day laborers seeking work ajeas station in Lee Circle.
Subcontractors were recruiting workers to gut flal@shaged houses. Day laborers were
put to work in rooms filled with rotting drywall drtoxic mold. Protective masks and

% peter Romer-Friedman, law student at Columbia Sahool, Notes from interviews at Canal Street,
March 14, 2006.
66
Id.
7.
%8 Chris Soverow, Brooklyn Law School student, Esstope for the Future
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gloves were not provided. Some workers pulled dtvensoggy drywall with their bare
hands. By the end of the day, the workers’ noses Wieeding, they had broken out in
rashes, and their heads ached. Although most workérsed to work further with
gutting subcontractors that did not provide adegpadtection, students spoke with
workers in March who were still leaving toxic siteith nosebleed® Unfortunately,

both large contractors and the smaller subcontractoly provided minimal forms of
protection (for example, paper masks and latexagpthat were not sufficient to protect
against the toxic and dangerous conditions.

c. Payment and Benefits

Contractors with a hired labor force and subcomtracthat hired day laborers
were both guilty of failing to compensate workess dvertime. Students spoke with
workers from companies such as Belfor that faitegay workers overtime after working
a 65-hour week? Belfor was able to hide behind multiple layersobcontractors to
avoid the overtime compensatiGrin response, the Southern Poverty Law Center
brought a lawsuit against the contractor seekirgrtone compensation for 175
individuals? Ultimately, Belfor agreed to pay over $200,000 duethe workers who
often labored through 80-hour work weeks withowtger compensatiofi.

Yvonne Ballesteros, of UCLA Law School, spent timierviewing day laborers
at Lee Circle and found one uniting characteragtiong them:

For the workers who had been on various jobs, &tleshared one thing in
common—they had all been cheated at least oncef dleir wages. They
were promised payment by a subcontractor and thenext day, he was
gone. Nowhere to be found. Some workers had phomibers, license
plate numbers, and names of who they worked foilé/hers had
nothing’*

Employees of large contractors were also victimgade theft, and many
believed they had no recourse and knew of no wagydtect themselves against this
abuse. However as Ms. Ballesteros noted, the wemkere not entirely powerless:

What we began to notice was that the workers kneat wontractors were
not paying workers for the jobs performed. As sasm@ contractor who
had developed a bad reputation amongst workerkemivould shout
“ino paga! jno paga!” (He doesn't pay!) to notify other workers. This
began to force contractors to be accountable t&averin order to be able
to complete the job§.

%9 Annamaria Segura, Law Student at Fordham Law Schiotes from Interviews at Lee Circle, March
14, 2006.
0 Annamaria Segura, Law Student at Fordham Law Schiotes from Interviews at Gas Station in
Kenner, March 15, 2006.
™ Leslie EatonMigrant Workers to Get Overtime for Storm CleanBpding Suit The New York Times
Sept. 8, 2006 at A20.
72

Id.
1d.
" yvonne Ballesteros, Law Student at UCLA Schodl@fv, Op Ed pieceNew Orleans Cannot Be
Forgotten.
®1d.
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d. Housing

Regardless of race or nationality, many of the wosKound themselves living in
substandard housing conditions. Workers reportegjrowded into two-bed hotel
rooms with anywhere between 4 and 20 people. O#tleps in abandoned cars caked in
toxic dust and mold. Juno Turner, a student fromdkam Law School, spoke with a man
from Chiapas, Mexico, who like many of the othey &éeborers at Lee Circle had been
sleeping on the streef$His subcontractor had failed to pay him, and ek theen
robbed, so not only was he desperate for sheltendueeded food.

Laureve Blackstone and Chris Soverow from Brooklga School spent time at
the workers’ camp set up by the City of New Orlegnthe Scout Island section of City
Park. What they found were muddy fields and carepsitfested with mosquitoé%.
Workers had to organize to fight for showers, whigdre finally granted at the price of
$5 a day.’ Storm Force, the company contracted to run thepsites, thwarted the
workers’ attempts to organize themselves by reiagiihe NOPD to prohibit meetings or
by evicting organizers from their campsif@8y the time Blackstone and Soverow spoke
with workers in March, their organization had coetply disbande* Those living in
the park were indirectly informed they had to pass special $200 tents to remain in the
site, but this turned out to be completely f&fs8torm Force informed the students they
planned to level the campsites by the end of M&tch.

e. Police and Immigration and Customs EnforcemkS)

Many workers expressed that as long as one wor&et] Bnd did not cause any
trouble, there would be no problems with the polldewever, on the first day of
interviews in January, students intervened in aident between day laborers and the
Kenner Police at a local Home Depot. Day laboregsevsimply looking for work on the
outer edges of the Home Depot parking lot but wWereatened with arrest if they did not
leave the premises. The manager of the Home Ddlpged that the workers were
“harassing customers.” From the students’ pointiedv, however, only subcontractors
took notice of the workers, and other customergbimrove by. Fortunately, due to the
intervention of the students, the workers and pdkdt the area without incident.

On Friday, March 17, at around 10:15 a.m. membe&HN were driving past
the Lee Circle gas station when they observed apgod Latino day laborers sitting on
the curb with their hands cuffed behind their b&ckhey were surrounded by ICE
agents and approximately 20 unmarked &ammmediately the SHN members

7 Juno Turner, Law Student at Fordham Law Schooledfsom Interviews at Lee Circle, March 14,
2006.
d.
"8 Laureve Blackstone & Chris Soverow, Law Studen®raoklyn Law School Essaybuses at Scout
Island, City Park.
79
Id.
8014,
4.
8219,
8 4.
8 Anamaria Segura, Law Student at Fordham Law SciNaie of March 17, 2006 ICE raid at Lee Circle.
85
Id.
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approached the scene, and started to take phadagenrd the license plate numbgts.
Students tried to find out what was going on fréwn ICE officials®’ Instead of offering
assistance, the ICE agents blocked the SHN memaersss to the detained work®ts.
Despite the officials’ efforts to stop the studetiey managed to get the names of
several of the workers, and advised them not to aity form<® Anamaria Segura of
Fordham Law School spoke to one detained womanwasotripped by ICE agents when
she tried to flee from the rafd.

Once the press was contacted, they quickly arratetle scene. The officers, who
wore badges without names or identification numbgranted interviews to the
television cameras but still refused to offer amprmation to the SHN members.
Finally, the persistent efforts of the studentslpdf, and the ICE agents provided them
with a public relations contact that would detafbirmation about the ultimate detention
facility of the workers.

The students’ refusal to yield to the ICE officialas an invaluable asset to the
day laborers. On earlier trips SHN members spokie workers who lost friends and
family members in ICE raids because they had na wdaeere their loved ones were being
detained or how to contact them. In this situatloowever, several of the detained were
identified and so was the location of their demmtiAdditionally, local attorneys were
contacted to assist on further developments imrtagter’* Without the efforts of the
SHN volunteers, these workers could have been swept to detention at an
undisclosed location without the benefit of an azhte.

Hillary Exter, an attorney and staff member of Fach Law School's Public
Interest Resource Center, commented on what agp&alee the practice of profiling by
ICE officials:

Just picking up a whole group of people for inquased on absolutely
nothing is very troubling. It just makes you fekElanybody could be
stopped for any reason or no reason.
Abraham Salcedo, a Fordham Law Student, also nbgedbsurdity of the whole
incident and the government’s approach to the lpboiolems in New Orleans:
When from our experience there are so many bldhot violations
throughout this city and federal labor standardsrautinely violated, it
doesn’'t make sense to be targeting the individwals are here to help the
community®®
Essentially the members of SHN could not understamgthe government was so intent
on strictly enforcing immigration regulations, whiht the same time ignoring labor
violations.

4.

1d.

4.

8d.

0q.
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2 Hillary Exter, Attorney from Fordham Law Schooll#ic Interest Resource Center, Comments to
WDSU News Channel 6, Broadcast March 18, 2006.

9 Abraham Salcedo, Law Student at Fordham Law Sc¢ljooted inJames VarneyO jailed in raid on
immigrants: But legal groups say city needs work&re Times-Picayunéarch 18, 2006.
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Il. The Louisiana Workers Justice Center

The injustices that all the workers faced had ldearly identified, but they
needed an answer. During March some 30 SHN menhlegian to work with the
Louisiana Workers Justice Center. The Center’s ga@l protect the rights of both
immigrant workers and the majority of African-Amean evacuees who have been shut
out of their homes and jobs. Over the summer, mesriieSHN organized and attended
events in New York City to publicize and raise mpif@ the newly forming center.
Students plan to maintain their relationship wita touisiana Workers Justice Center
though future projects.
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VOTING RIGHTS

OVERVIEW

Hurricane Katrina destroyed half of New Orleanging districts and scattered
over 300,000 of its residertsThe dislocation of these residents was compoubsgted
their lack of access to information regarding tbaetmuing functions of local and state
government. Local and municipal elections in Nede@ns and the surrounding area set
for the fall of 2005 were postponed and then redaleel because of the crisis that the
hurricane created.

As attorneys Kristin Clarke-Avery and M. David Gaifl noted:

Candidates and their constituents have been degblaolling
places have been destroyed or rendered unusablegamin
election districts are significantly underpopulatetbreover, the
massive number of voters dispersed throughout i&@fridiaspora
will make campaigning nearly impossible.... Absentetng will
be a major issu®.

An estimated 60 percent of the displaced resideats African-American, and
even before Katrina, communities of color faced ynarocedural obstacles in exercising
their right to vote€?® After the disaster, creating a system to estahlist could vote and
how to vote became an even larger problem. FEM@imaily refused to provide lists of
evacuees’ addresses, citing privacy concernst lewentually made the list available to
the state of Louisiand.To further complicate matters, Louisiana is coudrg Section 5
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which mandateattAny change in voting procedure
must be approved by the Attorney General or théddrbtates District Court for the
District of Columbia.

Recognizing the particular challenge to votershtggevolving from the post-
Katrina situation, several groups moved to proséect empower citizens within and
around the Gulf region. The NAACP-LDF, the NatioBalr Association, the ACLU, and
other groups launched the Protect the Katrina obgram to ensure voter access and
information, and as a result of their suit agatihststate of Louisian&Vallace v. Blanco
in January and February of 2006, these organizataare able to monitor polling places
in Louisiana. Neither the legislature nor iMallacelitigation and eventual decision
mandated or allowed out-of-state satellite polkitgs in locations where many Katrina
evacuees were residing. To reach these commuaitgtgnsure their participation, the
Protect the Katrina Vote initiative set up Voter owerment Centers in New Orleans,

% Benjamin Greenberg, “Voter Disenfranchisement hyit#ton,” In These TimesNov. 16, 2005, available
at http://www.inthesetimes.com/site/main/articlél@#(last visited Sept. 30, 2006).

% Kristen Clarke-Avery and M. David Gelfand, “VotiRights Challenges in a Post-Katrina World,”
FindLaw.com, Oct. 11, 2005, available at
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/2005101 ifayed.html (last visited Sept. 30, 2006).

% Press Release, “Hundreds of Thousands of Katnaalees are at Risk Disfranchisement,” Feb. 24,
2006, available at http://www.advancementprojegifmess_releases/2006/022406.htiat visited Sept.
23, 2006).

" Rob Richie and Ryan O’Donnell, “Louisiana’s ElgeiDisaster,” The Washington PpBtec. 19, 2005,
at A29.
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Houston, Atlanta, and Baton Rouge in March 200& Vhter Empowerment Centers
were staffed by trained legal volunteers who cdrnenuals with step-by-step guidelines
to help voters.

RESPONSE FROM SHN

SHN reached out to voting rights advocates, incdlgdhe NAACP-LDF, the
ACLU of Louisiana, the Advancement Project, andltheryers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law to assist their ongoing votinggyeoms.

Spring Break 2006

SHN contacted voting rights attorneys at half asthozonprofits and established
weekly conference calls a couple months beforekbetion. These conference calls
helped the organizations coordinate their votirfigres, as well as identify volunteer
opportunities for law students. Over spring breakN sent fifteen law students to New
Orleans, Atlanta, and Houston to distribute votiraation materials to Orleans Parish
residents and to centers that serve Orleans Rasglents. These student volunteers
were on the ground working before and during tiselreduled elections on April %2
and May 28, ensuring that accurate and timely informationuthmter registration
would reach residents of New Orleans and evacueether parts of the country. SHN
organizers also put voting rights lawyers in conteith Yale Law students who
organized a small election protection team thatitooed the polls on Election Day.

Atlanta

Six SHN volunteers traveled to Atlanta to educaspldced voters about new
regulations. These volunteers contacted a numbergainizations and individuals
working with Katrina evacuees in the Atlanta metiiipn area. They distributed
handouts to many service providers, churches, antercs that had been working with
evacuees on housing assistance, employment assistan provision of basic
necessities. Some of these organizations incluse&alvation Army Disaster Resource
Center (estimated 20 families/week), the Midtowsidance Center (mailed to
approximately 50 families they helped house), Jewamily and Career Services’
Project Connect (estimated 60 families), the AtaBhterprise Center, and the Sheltering
Arms Early Education & Family Center (estimatedf@ilies)?® Students also
distributed hundreds of voter guides to GreateB&phen’s Full Gospel Baptist Church,
a New Orleans—based church that had opened adaaatAtlanta for over 1,500
evacuees in the aréaStudents made contact with Travelers’ Aid, thel lagency
dealing with homelessness issues amongst evacuids tve city; the group included
voter guides in a mailing that they were sendingwacuee familie¥° A couple of
students also tabled at a job fair held at therddlaNorkforce Development Agency
Offices. They spoke to two potential voters who pamblems: “One had a question
about how his right to vote in New Orleans wascéd by the fact that he had changed

% Memo from Adam Pulver and Jon Sherman to LailassilMarch 21, 2006, at 4.

®1d. at 2.
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his driver’s license to Georgia in order to ess&lbkome form of residency so that his
children could be enrolled in school in Atlant§”

Finally, on the last day of the week, SHN volunt@&k Vance set up a table
with voting literature at a Candidates’ Forum whalléhe New Orleans mayoral
candidates attendeétf Before the mayoral candidates spoke, Nick madiéeé b
presentation on the team’s work in the past weekaamnexplanation of the processes by
which displaced evacuees could vote in the mayadegtion, including absentee voting
and traveling to Louisiana to vote in person. Akiateers Adam Pulver and Jon
Sherman explain, “There were a host of camera ctapiag this, and it will be televised
in Atlanta, as well as reporters from thew York Time3JSA Todayand other print
outlets.™® While tabling, Vance distributed voting guidesatmout a hundred evacuees
and heard stories of several young people who waeide able to vote because they are
not registered and could not return to Louisianedti® because of work or a lack of
transportatiort®

Houston

In March 2006, four SHN volunteers in Houston restbut to Orleans Parish
voters in the area. After one day working at theigton Area Urban League and meeting
with its leadership, team members spent their dreiibuting information to several
groups, including the United Way, Interfaith Minies, Houston Harris League, and the
Salvation Army. Students also spoke to evacueelewdtiring the Urban League: “Many
evacuees came in during the course of our touafird We spoke with them to let them
know about the voter empowerment center as wedhasurage them to come back in a
couple of weeks to get voter information and adyuadte.”™°°

New Orleans

In New Orleans, during March, five SHN volunteersriked with NAACP-LDF
attorney Damon Hewitt to reach out to Orleans PRaraters. Contingents of SHN
volunteers from Fordham Law School and lowa Lawdsticanvassed many of the most
badly damaged areas of the city, churches, FEMAdbés Relief Centers, and the Voter
Empowerment Centers. These SHN members charteevahgated all of the new
polling places assigned for the municipal electi@tsdents met with community leaders
and visited FEMA assistance centers to reach oubtiers and distribute information.

Students faced a number of obstacles in distrigutiformation to potential
voters, which reflect some of the problems with lveav Orleans elections. Students
found that many residents had not yet returnetidos homes, and some that had returned
were more concerned with more pressing problenaestiroyed homes and receiving
benefits'®® As students wrote in a memo, “Other residents g@agais in conversation,
not so much about the upcoming election, but méten@bout other concerns and

lOlld.
lOZId.
lOSId.
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195 Electronic Submission of Daily Report from Amarsteele to Laila Hlass, March 15, 2006.
196 Memo from Jeremy Pfetsch, Rene Hertzog, and RiskdBver to Laila Hlass and Damon Hewitt,
March 20, 2006, at 1.
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general conversation about their individual sitmasiin the aftermath of Katrind®
Students also reported that residents were contedneut out-of-state family and friends
getting absentee voter information, especiallyeithey were not sure of their family and
friends’ new addresseé&®

107 Id
108 Id
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CONCLUSION

ONGOING EFFORTS

SHN continues to coordinate efforts to create i@enopportunities for law students to
get involved in hurricane-related efforts. SHMNiganized into organizational and
project committees.

The organizational committees are:

o0 Institutional Liaisons
o Communications
0 Administration/Development.

The project committees are:

o Student Trips

0 Remote Research

o Matchmakers for Justice

o Disaster Preparedness

Descriptions of these committees, and the ongoioik what they are involved with, is
outlined below. Also described below is a des@mipof an effort called Law Student for
Governmental Accountability, a spin-off of an SHdhamittee.

Institutional Liaisons

Institutional Liaisons are central to the work ¢fI$. Institutional Liaisons coordinate
their schools “delegation” to SHN or their scho@BIN chapter. Institutional Liaisons
are law students and law school administrators sepoesent SHN on their campuses,
particularly for recruitment and information-shayipurposes. SHN also relies on
Institutional Liaisons to represent their fellowdénts’ needs and experiences, and to fill
leadership roles within various SHN committees prajects.

Over the past year, SHN has successfully recruntstitutional Liaisons at law schools
across the U.S. As of October 2006, SHN has &esis and seven administrators
serving as Institutional Liaisons for SHN at 76 lsghools in 30 states. SHN maintains a
listserv and holds regular conference calls to pdesmation back and forth between the
Institutional Liaisons and the SHN leadership.

On the one year anniversary of Hurricane Katrinagust 29, 2006, SHN Institutional
Liaisons planned commemoration events at law sshadDregon, Nebraska, lllinois,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, and WashinBt@h, ranging from bake sales

raising money for SHN projects to candlelight \agil
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Communications Committee

The Communications Committee is responsible fosedignating information about SHN
for purposes of recruitment, fundraising, and reysawareness. Over the past year, the
Committee managed the design of the SHN websiter(wtudenthurricanenetwork.org)
which provides users with comprehensive and cuirdotmation about SHN'’s activities
and news concerning hurricane victim recovery. Thenmittee has also compiled a
substantial archive of SHN press materials, propdea funding and memoirs of student
trips that can be accessed through the SHN wetssitg contacting
media@studenthurricanenetwork.org.

Additionally, the Committee publishes a bi-weekipawsletter that is available for free
subscription on the SHN website. The newslettemsarnzes ongoing SHN projects,
events at participating law schools and signifiatelopments in the news relevant to
Gulf Coast recovery. The most important functiorved by the newsletter is raising
awareness which in turn increases the number efdsted volunteers.

In order to facilitate recruitment and transparerayy interested students, faculty or
administrators can also subscribe to SHN'’s listsefteadership” and “liaisons”, that are
maintained on the website. The “leadership” listseithe primary means of
communication for the various leaders of SHN andNSksubcommittees. The listservs
are most often used for coordinating national caarfee calls and onsite meetings. Given
the fluid nature of SHN'’s leadership, anyone ingézd is encouraged to join the listserv
and contribute to SHN’s strategic planning. Thaidons” listserv is the primary means
of communications for law school students and fgowho coordinate research projects,
talk-back events and student trips with their resge administrations. Like the
leadership listserv, the liaisons list is openubssription and is most frequently used to
coordinate conference calls and meetings.

Looking to the future, the Communications Commiterission remains largely the
same while the challenges in implementation hageeased in stride with SHN’s growth
and visibility. Given the diverse array of actie#i SHN undertakes, the most critical
objective served by the Committee is to documenii'SHspirations and achievements,
and to ensure that its mission and message aréstantly conveyed.

Administration/Development

SHN developed memoranda to inform law students tahow to raise money from their
law schools for their pro bono trips to the hurneaaffected region. This material
includes step-by-step instructions, sample leteard, model project budgets. SHN
worked with law students to raise an estimated FZEDfrom their law schools.

The administrative/development committee worksdordinate fundraising goals with
other committee plans as well as SHN'’s generalionsstatement. Although each
distinct committee within SHN identifies what typ&sfundraising plans are most
beneficial for its specific projects, the admiragive/development committee assigns
various solicitation tasks to ensure coordinatiommag committees.
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The administrative/development committee performasiyrfunctions, including the
following: identifying fundraising goals; locatirggproaching potential donors;
coordinating efforts to promote fundraising; reting volunteers for implementation of
fundraising plans; corresponding with fiscal sporaaout monies; maintaining a master
budget; and, keeping an updated database of dandrpatrons.

The administrative/development committee has secatfescal sponsor, the
Interreligious Foundation for Community Organizatiso that SHN may accept tax-
exempt gifts. The committee is developing variom$o* packets” to send to each
potential donor, tailored toward individuals, foatidns, and corporations. In addition,
we work with Institutional Liaisons to coordinatenfiraising activities in their
communities. Funds raised help SHN continue tevgro

Student Trips

SHN is currently planning winter and spring bregfist for Dec. 2006/Jan. 2007 and
March/April 2007. Over the past year, over 10Q@@lsnts joined SHN trips to volunteer
in the Gulf Coast, and this year we anticipate caraple numbers. This report serves to
document some of these efforts.

We are currently working to expand our partnersinphk local nonprofit legal
organizations. We are also working with teamsawf $tudents to coordinate projects
that will be able to utilize the assistance of éargimbers of law students over short
periods of time. Projects will work to addresscassions, fair housing, levy breach class
action claims, workers rights, the criminal justgyestem, and other issues.

Remote Research

Through our remote research committee, SHN prostiegents with a way to help
without having to travel to the Gulf Coast regidine committee connects students with
local legal aid organizations, policy-focused avigations and professors working on
issues related to hurricane recovery.

The remote research committee began formally ojpgrat January 2006. Since that
time, the committee has facilitated a number ofgmts. These projects include research
memos for the Louisiana ACLU, policy research tragkkatrina-related legislation, and
research on access to healthcare for undocumermseng in Louisiana.

The research committee is continuing to expanaiatk during this academic year in
four areas:

1. Support school-based research teams: Throughgttutional liaison committee,
students have organized school-based research.tédragemote research
committee is working with these students to provielearch projects throughout
the academic year.
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2. Develop issue-area working groups: These workiogigs on issues like housing,
education and immigration grew out of SHN’s eanlydlvement in tracking
Katrina-related legislation. The remote reseamnmittee plans to support these
working groups, so students can learn from onelam@t expertise while also
learning from practitioners and experts in thedfiel

3. Survey hurricane-affected organizations: To d&kerémote research committee
has responded to organizations approaching SHNspgbific research projects.
Now, the remote research committee is reachingooatganizations to survey
their remote research needs. The remote reseanacimittee will use the survey
results to increase our effectiveness and to solew projects for student
volunteers.

Matchmakers for Justice

Matchmakers for Justice (M4J) is a pilot projeché&dp displaced residents help
themselves by connecting residents with legal sglsources. Law students, lawyers
and Katrina survivors have come together from atidtie country to participate in M4J.
The program pairs selected law stud&fitwith displaced residents and provides ongoing
support to help resolve the resident’s post-Katcinallenges. Twenty-five residents and
twenty-five law students have been have been quoreing remotely for a six-week
period, starting with a one-day training sessiotu@ay September 9, 2006 at St. Jude
Church in New Orleans. The first all day trainsegsion in New Orleans featured
workshops led by law professors, local attornagenked social workers, community
relief organizations and local residents.

The overall goal of the program is to empower rexsigl to address challenges in securing
guality jobs, education, health care, and houdtiagh law student will articulate and
document the specific challenge(s) faced by thieleas, and will connect the residents
with attorneys equipped to deal with specific leigates. Students will be mentored by
their professors and will assist with fundraising the project. SHN works with partner
organizations to provide students and residents metessary informational materials.
Additionally, SHN will arrange a network of suppsttuctures for both residents and
students, including: survivor council meetingsid&nt support group teams; professor
mentors for each law student; cultural competenbysars; and legal aid referral
advisors:°

199 _Law Students from the following schools particgshin the six-week pilot project: Southern Universi
Law Center, Tulane University School of Law, Joharkhall Law School, University of Baltimore Law
School; South Texas College of Law, Georgetown Sawool, UCLA School of Law, Mississippi College
School of Law, Seton Hall University School of Lafimerican University School of Law, Texas
Wesleyan School of Law, Florida State Universith&a of Law, Howard University School of Law,
University of Colorado, Boulder School of Law, Harg Law School, Paul M. Hebert Law Center at LSU,
University of Florida School of Law and the Univigyof Houston Law Center.

110 Matchmakers for Justice Community Partners incl®iwde Island Legal Services; New Orleans Legal
Assistance Corporation (NOLAC); Loyola Law CIinMAACP, Southeast Legal Services; Law Offices of
Colette Pichon Battle; The ProBono Project, MisgiEsCenter for Justice; People’s Institute for \Bval

and Beyond; Advocacy Project; The Louisiana Baragisgion; ACORN; Common Ground; Hope House;
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M4J is working with the Legal Service Corporatioretvaluate the results of the six-week
pilot project, and we are planning to launch a sdqahase of the effort in December
2006.

Disaster Preparedness Committee

Partnering with the Pro Bono Staff at the ABA, tdmanmittee is currently working on
creating a model disaster training manual thatbeaadopted in any state. This template
is being drafted by Patrick Hardy, Chapman Law etiidand Crystal Utley, an attorney
at the MCJ. Upon completion of the template, stteland other organizations in a state
will be called upon to do research on the lawdefdtate that are relevant to delivering
legal assistance to the poor and indigent in tterrafth of a disaster.

We are adopting a model for drafting that incorpesahe web application Survey
Monkey in order to make the research process aigstforward as possible. The
research can be done by students as part of preguirements at their law schools, or
independent study credit, and we will provide suppmhelp draft proposals. In addition
to research, we also need students to help codedivith public interest organizations in
their states to get involved, and provide informatabout disaster preparedness to those
organizations.

We encourage anyone that wants to get involved ehgaster preparedness within SHN,
specifically with helping to give the short traigito volunteers during orientations, or
anyone with any interest in disaster preparedmegsneral to contact us.

The Lobbying Effort

SHN is working to link law students with ongoingrhicane-related lobbying efforts.
Furthermore, SHN is working to connect affecteddests with ongoing lobbying
efforts.

Law Students for Governmental Accountability (LSGleveloped out of SHN, as an
emergent effort that started as an SHN committezrkifg for the fundamental changes
that are necessary to prevent another disasterasuhtrina, we believe that the national
public must be educated as to the systemic failofése federal government which led

to the Katrina disaster. Until the public reco@sizhese failures, the federal government
will fail to act. We have now met with and receivgreat support and encouragement
from the offices of both Louisiana Senators andeidew Orleans-area U.S.
Representatives.

Mercy Corps; Neighborhood Housing Services; Newe@rs Musicians Hurricane Relief Fund; People’s
Hurricane Relief Fund; People’s Organizing Comreitidnited Front for Affordable Housing; Unity for
the Homeless; Moving Forward Gulf Coast, Inc ad aglother local and national organizations.
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Law students and administrators
interested in getting involved
in SHN efforts should contact:;

studenthurricanenetwork@agmail.com

You can lean more about SHN efforts at:
www.studenthurricanenetwork.orqg.
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