Membership Call 2008-10-28

Lyle Gravatt - SHN

Diana Csank - SHN

Amy - Oklahoma

Gordon Scott - George Washington University

· Planning trip to NO in December for 30-40 students; requests physical labor placement for 15 students
· SHN: There is normally a need for physical labor volunteers within the organizations we contact.  Email your group information and specific request to shntrips@gmail.com, so that the trips committee can begin working on placing your students.

Ray Malone - Touro

· Planning April trip with 30-40 students to be spread amongst MS, LA, TX
· SHN: Great to hear that your group is interested in covering so much ground - we encourage all schools to explore the different areas of the Gulf Coast.  We have just begun working with Lone Star Legal Aid in Texas and will be happy to contact them on your behalf.

Arian - Minnesota

· Planning January trip with 5 students; requesting legal aid work in center of NO; how many cars are necessary?
· SHN: Handling special requests is pretty normal.  Your best bet is to send these requests, along with your group's information, as soon as possible to shntrips@gmail.com.  As for cars, one should be enough, but that is best determined after your group has been placed - at this point you'll have a better idea of what work you'll be doing and exactly what logistics will be involved.

Dorothy - Washington University, American School of Law

· Planning December trip - will students work on New Year's Day?
· Ray Malone: Touro has made trips to the coast during holidays in the past, often times working when the offices or organizations are on leave during some day(s) of the week.  Taking work, particularly research assignments, back to the hotel is a good way to be productive.
· SHN: Also note that most organizations will not expect you to work during holidays, but will be very supported (and excited) should you choose to work anyway.

Jeff - Disaster Accountability Project (based out of University of Connecticut Law School): jeffdap@gmail.com; jjs.dap@gmail.com.
· In the past DAP has monitored actions of HUD, Red Cross, and FEMA, using media to pressure these organizations to be more accountable to the public they serve (such as pushing FEMA to retract their 'ice policy' in the Gulf Coast).  Their goal is to improve disaster relief response.
· The DAP Hotline is their main source of information, receiving 100+ calls after Hurricane Ike: (866) 9TIPDAP.  All SHN volunteers are encouraged to report Agency actions, non-actions, and policies to DAP (more information will be provided from DAP/SHN later).
· DAP and SHN are looking to form a collaboration to best serve the Gulf Coast area affected by Hurricanes.

OTHER NOTES:

· Remember to visit our new website at www.studentjustice.org for updates and resources.
· Orientation: will be available on the website in mid-Nov; should be used by groups that will be in New Orleans; very helpful to understand common issues that arise during your volunteer week
· National Advisory Board: call for applications in January - will be available on website

· Winter trip planning:
· New opportunities in the Texas region affected by Ike
· SHN T-shirts will be available in December
